) \
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2‘01 é{29{30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200009-5

T

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY |

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title
18, U.S.C. Becs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

COmNF T -D-E-N-TeI-AwL

Ry

COUNTRY Bast Germany . REPORT NO. 50X
SUBJECT Commnication Nets and Procedures DATE DISTR 26 A
10 . t
of Soviet Artillery Units ugust 1955
NO. OF PAGES 11
50X1
DATE OF INFO. Prior to September 1954 REQUIREMENT NO. RD

REFERENCES
50x1 PATE ACQUIRED

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

50X1

GOl ~F s LonDBoclos TonLanbbenls

STATE | jARMY [Fx | Navy |¥x| AR (23 [ el | | AeC | I I [ [ |

!NFORMVATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT

- & -
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200009-5



Declassified in Part‘- Sanitized Qopy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 :

- vooo. ; -7
. L

CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200009-5

50X1

- COUNTRY USSR/East Germany

SUBJECT Soviet Army Tactlics

DATE DISTR. 27 Julf 1955

NO. OF PAGES 10

°0X" DATE OF INFORMATION = Prior to September 1954 REFERENCES:
50X1 THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

—CONFIDENTIAL

1

A\

é

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200009-5



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200009-5
. W =5 - . . )

CONFIDENTIAL '

50X1 b
* SOVIET ARM'_Y] TAC?ISS e
Tabléwofwéontg;t; A
s e T )
. ) ‘ '
-Ihem ity _ :
1. General Data on Sisna1'0perétionsf?'f'
ﬁ.ffPeraonnel‘
" b. Equipment o ‘
2. Radio Operational Orsanizatiqn in Permanent winﬁar Quarters
3., Operational Organization in Tactical Situations
a, Types of Notﬁ
4. Ciphering and Deoiphering of Messages | ‘
5. | 8ignal Communications During Firing

&. Battery Piring As A Unit .

b, Battalion Firing As Unit
o, Regimental Unit Piring '

. CONFIDENTIAL

50X1
Page
B
B
5
B
4
"9;
5 .
6 50X1
6
5, |

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200009-5



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/09/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500200099-5

{

CONFIDENTIAL 50X1
_.3_
50X1
BOVIET ARMY TACTICS
50X1
Introduction
[ I \
T_, [ the 459%th Mortar Regt /
‘ | 50X1
“elements of the 20th Mtrz Regt and the 175th Tk Regt, *- all three of which
were components of the 25th Tk Div.
50X1 — —_— |
1. GQeneral Data on Signal Operations
1nlUrmavtun‘vn‘tna‘ﬁrgﬁﬁiiiﬁlOn and operations of various intra-regimental
radio nets as well es division artillery and divisional nets. ]
/
| 50X1
/
e — — — e — ——— e e — L — \//
8. Personnel . s
50X1 there were about three to five lst=olass radio

cgaratcgi, TWo or three 2d-olags operators n lqufr number of
3d~slass radioﬂoparata?s«1nw¢havntnimq§tu?x A8t ¢leas operators  S0X1
as those ‘able 'to send and ‘weceive at lesst 18 word-group g_a minuge mﬁ@ ‘,
sléss as being able to pend &t' least 16, andi3d as deing able. to.send lg, {
cenpiderable. ptreus was.placed.on the:. training of radio 50X1
eperators. in the repiment ta he highly profioient in.CW.operation,. . - .

¢;

b. Equipment

Withln the regiment there were ten radios of the ATA or ATB type
&and nine radios of the RBM or RB type. These radios were further broken
down aa follows:

(1) The regimental headquarters had one RBM-1 type radio, which
was normally mounted on the regimental commanders Jeep, and two RBM type
radios, which were set up in the regimental command post.

(2) The regimental school had four RBM-type radios that were used
by the School Radio Platoon 1in training radlo operators. Whenever the .
regiment was in a tactical situation, two of these radios were attached,down o
to the mortar battalions. {

(3) Each mortar battalion headquarters. had twd A7A or ATB type
radios, one of which was used as a reserve battalion headquarters radio to
replace one of the battery radios in case of a breakdown. Each mortar
hattalion also had one RB type radio.

b
o Upecatioos! Creenizatlon in Permanent w1nt3ﬁ‘guarters ; W

» 2ne of 1ts nine RBM or RB
the division artilllery
wizll) radlo in ORANIENBURG
For this purpose there was
p of one of the barracks.

¥

o D
Q
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The remainder of the regimental radios were organized into nets only
when there was some type of scheduled radlio training.

3. Operational Organization in Tactical Situations

a, Types of Nets R “_nf."."“>- ” oS ‘
50x1 | | | extstence of four separate and distinct
types of radio nets within the division which were used in tactical
situation, (This does not preclude the existence of other nets.) These
four types were the division net, the division artillery net, the regimental
net and the battalion net. S e R R T

(1) The Division Net

Concerning the division net, the divislon 50Xt
1 osal three RBM-type radios.; ]
/ [ A 50X1
seoond of these radios alternated by use as a spare set, between une division
net and thé Division artillery CO's own net. |

' 50X1

(2) The Division Artillery Net

~ Oonoerning the Division nrtillorg net,| _
one of the three REM-type sets at regiment acted as the net control statlon,
A second of these sets alternated as & spare set between the division and _
Division artillery nets, In addition, the AAA 50X1
Regt, the Howitzer Bn, the Rooket Launcher Bn and thé Ntrz Rirle Hegt were
inaluded in the Division artillery net with his own 459th Mortar Regt.

| 50X1

50X1

{;::%%::;é;;:ﬁ%he Division artillery net 1ts SOI was established
¥ the Division Chlef of Communleations. each 50X1-
subordinate statlion in this net had e signal operations order zetsiya

Svyazy) included in alert plans which were kept at each regimental head~
quarters and which had been prepared by the Division Chief of Communications.

50X1

501 All traffic in the Division artillery net was by CW only.

. {3) Regimental Net of 459th Mortar Regt

[/*E’*T;fL'/* | 1%t also had its own regimental net, controlled by
a net control station, in a tactlcal situation. -

Normally, all traffic on the regimental net was by encoded
CW. However, traffic was by microphone and in the clear when the regiment

engaged in firing exercises.

One of the three RBM sets at regimental headquarters acted
as the net control station in the regimental net. This set was tied in
with RB sets, one of which was at each mortar battalion headquarters.

v The third RBM set at regimental headquarbéps was a reserve
or auxiliary statlion. It could be used to elther relieve or replace the
regimental net control station or relieve or replace the regimental com-
manders RBM-1 radio which was tied into the Divislon Artillery net. ;
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Each subordinate battalion headquarters station had a reserve
RBM radio for use in emergency in the regimental net at its CP or head-
quarters which had been attached from the regimental school.

The SOI for the operation of the Regimental net was worked out
by the Regimental Chief of Communications. Prior to any tactlcal exercise
he handed out to each radio operator a radio operations order (Dannyye
radiostantsii)_which showed the net control station and itg call sign
(I.E.2VG) and the operator's own call sign (L.e. 6RP.) Call signs varied
with each exercise. Also included in this order was the regimental net
operating channel and the reserve chamnel, plus a legend of basic signals
(i.e., 666-Alr attack, 323-chemical attack, 121l-change over to the reserve
channel, eto.l;iThese call signals also changed with every signal opera- :
tions order./ 50X1

In addition to the above order, each radio operator in the
regimental net, as well as in the division artillery net, had & standard
prearranged message code (Peregovornaya Tablitsa, or PT-50 2. as it was
known). On the front side of this table were shown the suthentivating
calls of each station, and on the reverse side was a listing of standard
encoded messages., For instance; SHCH* S* A% 2, might mean fhcw 40 you
read me?); R*P*T (Please repeat). etc,

Eeaoh r’dio operator alsc kept a standard operator's Jjournal

(operatnyy shyrnal) in whioh were recorded the time and text of all trans-

?%llions who ¢» ime and types of radiograms, and other 50X1
oms

‘ (4) Morter Battalion Nets
Each of the two mortar battalions had its own separate net.

Each battallon also had a reserve ATA or ATB which was kept at mortar

battallon headquartere to replace any station in the battalion net. Within

the battalion, each of the six mortar batteries subordinate to both

battallons had one ATA or ATB radio which was tied into the net-control

ATA or ATB set of its respective battalion headquarters.

The SOI for the operation of the mortar battallion hets was
worked out by the respective mortar battalion Chief of Communications.
Battallon net call signs were arbitrarily variled and deliberately followed
no logical pattern. \ | all traffic at this level was 50X1
in the clear since operation of this type of radio was by microphone only.

\ |possible to tie in all the radios _ 950X1
of the batt ] - 50X1

€ries 10TC one common nev. |
provided that the net control statlon was also an ATA or ATB.

4, ¢iphering and Deciphériggﬁof Messages

All CW traffic in the Division artillery net and the Regimental net was
encliphered. Since the set of the regimental commander, which was tled into
the Division artillery net, and the Regimental net control set were side by
side 1in the regimental CP or headquarters, 1t was only necessary for the
operators of these two sets to Jot down the incoming enciphered transmission
and pass 1t to the Regimental Chief of Staff, who did the actual deciphering
by the same token. The Regimental Chief of Staff composed any outgoing '
enciphered radlogram, and the radlo operators merely transmitted whatever
was handed to them. Thus the operators had no access to the deciphering
tables except gor some basic signals 1n the prearranged Standard Message
Codes tables. <- o
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When the regimental CO went forward, he would take with him the RBM-1
set which could be mounted in his Jeep. He would instruct the reserve radilo
at regimental headquarters'to switch to the Mivision artillery net in order
to recelve calls that he also would be recelving. .In such cases; any actlon
required in the regimental area could be taken in the absence of the regimental
CO0. While the commander was forward, he might also instruct the reserve radlo
to spell him on the division artillery net long enough for him to switch his 4
own set to the regimental net for transmitting directly to the mortar bat-
talion headquarters. Following this, he would return to the Division artil-

lery net. ‘ PO
- o L A
5. Signal Communications During Firing Misslons

I“‘E‘I‘I“‘I‘TI‘I“‘Jr651ment parficipated'in battery, battalion and %%21
regimental-leve ring problems| |no information

.50X1

on mortar tactics, dispositions or fire-direction procedures. Furthermore, soxi
\ ‘no spesific information on signal commupications during such 501
firing. analysis as to how communlcations 501
were organized, | i | In all 20x1
instances given in this analysis, wire would be the primary means of oom-

munication, with voice radio as an alternate_but secondary means. This 501

analysis 48| = informed opinion only. °*
s50x1 &« Battery Piring As A Unit

8ince each mortar bnttcrg had only one ATA or ATB type radiol 50X1
i1t was impossidble for a battery to oconduct its own firing by
organic radio, | ' in extreme cames, a battery soxi
might be allocated an additionsl radio] 50X1
But aside from this case, communication within an individual battery from
the 0P to the mortar positions was by wire in cases of individual battery
firing, while the one battery radioc was used for keeping in contact with
the parent mortar battalion headquarters, _ :

b. Battalion Piring As A Unit

When the mortar battalions were engaged in individual battalion
firing problems, fire control was normally exercised by wire with radio
being used as a standby. For this purpose the mortar battalion CO establish-
ed two forward OP's on a simulated front line, preferably at each end of the
battalion sector of responsibility. At each OP would be a radio set.
Battalion CO might place a battery CO at each OP and have the third battery
CO at the battalion gun positions. The battalion CO would also establish hils
OP and fire-direction center someplace between the mortar positions and the
two OP's and direct by telephone from.this point, the battallon firing as a
unit. Wire communications would run from the two battery COs' OP's to the
‘Battalion CO's OP and from there to the battalion mortar positions.

50X1 not know if the battalion mortars would be located in

-ene. consolidated position or be split amopg three separate battery mortar
positions some distance from each other. As an alternate means of com- 50X
munlcation, the Battalion CO would have one of the

battery type or sets a is FDC as the net control station a simllar

set at each of the twe forward Battallon OP's and a third set of the same

type with the firing units. '
50X1 ‘ : ' '
50X1 \ 1t was possible forthe Division Chief of Artillery
to contact the regimental mortar battalions directly. | 50X1
if he chaniged over to,the regimental channe 50X1
50X1 CONPIDENTIAL
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50Xx1 ¢. Regimental Unlt Firing

B hen the entire regiment was employed to fire as one unit,| | 50X1

communications would be established in the following manner.

CO would establish two OP's on the front lines and set up his

OP and rire-direction center someplace between them and the mortar positions

of each mortar battalion. Fire commands would be relayed basically by a

wire net laild from the front line OP's to the regimental ¢O's CP or fire-

directlon center. From there, it would run back to each of the mortar 50X1

battalion positions. | | the regimental CO would have both :

of the mortar battalion CO's at his CP %o relay his fire command directions.

to their respective battalions and to help with the operatlon of the FDC. _
in cases of wire fellure, such directions would be trans-

50X1 o ‘

In such cases, each front-line OP would have an RB or RBM-type radio
for contact with the regimental CO, for relaying instructions to the firing
units. The latter, the firing batteries, would have its own ATA or ATB type
radlo at the mortar positions. There would be s similar set at the regimental

Egg;s OP and undoubtedly one at each mortar battalion,

50X1

S by 4

Comment 1: information

50X1
Oommant 2t This was 8 printed and standard Soviet Army form,.

1 Annex:

Annex A, Chart I - Organization of the Division Artillery Radio Net, 25th
Tk Div Co

Chart II -Organization of the Regimental Radio Net, 459th Mortar
Regt, 25th Tk Div ‘

Chart III-Organization of Each Mortar Bn Radlo Net of the L459th

Mortar Regt, 25th Tk Div
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‘Annex A
Chart I
ORGANIZATION OF THE DIVISION ARTILLERY RADIO NET, 25th TK DIV #

Div { 00

e

C ; ) Mtrzd
Regt Regt Bn , Bn Rifle Regt

#Thls sketch does not preclude the
existence of other unknown stations
in this net.

50X1
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R Annex A
Chart II

Orgenization of the Regimental Radio Net, 459th Mortar Regt;
. 25th Tk Div |

Mort Regt H
(uou)‘ i

lst Mortar ‘
Bn Hq Bn Hq

50X1
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Annex A
 Chart III

Organization of Each Mortar Bn Radio Net of the 459th Mortar Regt,
' 25th Tk Div |

or .
lst Nort Btry 24 MNort Btry 3d Mort Btry

50X1

31,

50X1
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